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Editorial
I would just like to thank all those people
who took the trouble to write, email, 
telephone or text me about my award of
an OBE. The spread of people was amazing
and included trainees, their parents and
individuals from across the industry.

To receive such recognition is very gratifying.
However, I hope, as I have tried to make 
clear to those to whom I have written that 
it is in recognition of all that we achieve at 
The British Racing School. As a result, I trust 
that all those who not only work at the School
but also those who support us in so many 
different ways will feel part of the award. 
Over the last 15 years we have achieved a
great deal and hopefully helped and 
supported hundreds of young people 
who have progressed to working in racing. 

Sam Thomas graduated from Course 
133 in October 2000 and completed his
Apprenticeship the following year.

Fellow coursemates Andrew Mullen, 
James White, Lee Newnes, Elliott Cooper 
and Slade O’Hara have all gone on to have
success on the racetrack but Sam stood out
even then as someone who was going to be a
big success. We are immensely proud to have
provided the start to Sam’s career in racing upon
leaving school and send our congratulations
to him. We are also delighted to be linked
with Denman’s groom Jessica Allen, 

who completed her Advanced Apprenticeship
in Racehorse Care and Management with us
in 2007. Paul Nicholls is probably our biggest
supporter of the Advanced programme and
his commitment to furthering the knowledge
and training of staff beyond NVQ level 2 is
an undoubted reason behind his retention of
staff and the positive energy the yard gives
off, (that and the continued big race success
and pool money!). For more information 
on the Advanced Apprenticeship, (NVQ3),
programme please see our website 

www.brs.org.uk
or call the Training Office on

01638 675906

Denman
and Sam
Thomas

Many of these had under-achieved at
school and therefore racing has provided a
real platform for them to build a worthwhile
adult life. However there is still much to do
and we will continue to build on our
achievements for the benefit of the racing
industry and all those involved.

W R MacDonald  Chief Executive

Denman and Sam Thomas – Racing Post



reasoning that many have that raw ability
but that the School gives them the structure
and direction and a thirst for knowledge to
set them on their way.

Matt Crawley is another promising prospect
who has gone through the NVQ1 and
NVQ2 programmes on the day release 
programme whilst still at School. As well 
as having plenty of rides for his employer,
Ken Clutterbuck, Matt is now picking up
rides for many trainers across the country
and has five winners to his name as a
Conditional Jockey. With the head start
given to him by the FLP, Matt is one of the
youngest on our Advanced Apprenticeship
programme and hopes to complete his
NVQ3 as part of it later this year.

We wish Ben, Matt and the rest of his
course well as they seek to drive home the
advantage from having their stalls open
early due to the FLP course!
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The flexible learning
programme for 14-16
year old local school
pupils has provided
a steady stream of
winning jockeys and
Ben Morris’ name
can now be added 
to the list that
includes Luke Morris, 

Michael Geran, and William Carson
amongst others. Following Ben’s victory
on Cragganmore Creek the Racing Post
described him as “a youngster going places”

While attending the FLP, Ben showed how
dedicated and focused he was about his
career in racing. Realising his weight would
not be ideal to ride as an apprentice, he
decided early on to set his goal to ride as 
an amateur jockey, learning technique and
to gain experience in race riding before
becoming a conditional jockey.

6 months before finishing the FLP Ben was
already riding out and riding work for 
Sir Mark Prescott and for his father, trainer
Dave Morris. Ben also completed a Cat A
licensing course, and although he had only
just turned 16, he made a very good
account of himself against older and more
experienced riders. Ben has now ridden two
winners from only six rides. Dave Morris
was keen to praise the Racing School for
helping Ben get the best out of his talents,

Morris Minor proves another 
success for the Flexible Learning
Programme

We have recently revamped the Hitchins Accommodation Wing to enhance and 
update our bed and breakfast facility.

In consultation with an interior design company each of the 18 en suite rooms have been 
individually decorated with colour coordinated soft furnishings and accessories. Flat screen 
televisions and ipod compatible radio alarms have been installed and each room has wifi 
internet access. We continue to offer some of the best value accommodation in Newmarket. 
Bookings can be made by calling 01638 665103

Bed and
breakfast

staff profile
Frank Conlon
Frank Conlon joined us as a Yard Assistant
in 2006 following a distinguished career 
in racing as Head Lad to both Sir Michael
Stoute and Henry Cecil.

He has worked with some legendary names
both equine and human and cites Ardross
and Kribensis as two of his favourite horses.
He is also proud to have worked alongside
Lester Piggott and Keiren Fallon, two of the
greatest jockeys to have graced the sport.
Frank has proved to be a real asset to the
School, has completed his NVQ3 in
Racehorse Care and is compiling his A1
Assessors Portfolio.

Frank has been happily married to
Madeleine for 47 years and their son Tony
works for Darley at Warren Stud. Tony and
Frances have one son Jay, a 9 year old, 
who has followed the family’s affliction by
supporting Manchester United. Frank and
Madeleine are still keen Rock and Rollers
and won medals at County standard many
seasons ago.

The revamped website www.brs.org.uk is proving a great hit with visits to the site 
up from 2900 in Feb 2007 to 13900 in February 2008. Applications have increased 
significantly as a result.

The site is updated daily with headlines publicising success stories of our graduates. 
There is a members paddock for young and prospective learners and full up-to-date details 
of our courses and working in the industry in general.

Matt Crawley

Net Increase

Ben Morris

Frank is pictured riding work alongside Keiren
Fallon who is aboard the 1999 Derby winner Oath



Aggressive Hodgkins Lymphoma. She then
went through two years of painful treatment
before she emerged in March last year to 
lead up Aztec Warrior at Cheltenham. It was 
a heartbreaking story but one which shows
her determination to overcome problems 
and the will to be back with horses she loved.
She is a true inspiration, not only to anyone
in racing but to anyone who is confronted
with seemingly impossible obstacles in their
life and Katie was back at Cheltenham 
with Racing Demon 
this year.

The Stud and Stable Staff Awards took
place at The Café Royal in London on 19th
February in the presence of 150 invited
guests. The event is rapidly becoming 
one of the highlights of the racing year
and provides a showcase for the great 
contribution made by stud and stable 
staff to racing as a whole.

Nathan Alison was runner up in the 
David Nicholson Newcomer Award and
received a £2,000 prize. Nathan, who attended
Course 206 in 2007 has worked for Jim Boyle
in Epsom since he left school. His original
career choice was to become a professional
footballer but this had to be abandoned
because of his lack of size and Chelsea’s loss 
is racing’s gain.  His ambitions now are to be
a jockey and we look forward to seeing him on
an Apprentice Licence Course later this year.
Nathan was first of the BRS representatives in
the 6km Racing Welfare Newmarket Heath
run last Summer.

However, one of the loudest applauds of the
afternoon was for Katie Clark who won the
Special Merit/Hero Award. Katie works for
Henrietta Knight and as well as completing
Course 89 in 1996 she also completed her
Advanced Apprenticeship with the School 
in 2004. In 2005 she was diagnosed with

Hot toTrot!

Stud and Stable Staff awards 2008
Nathan Alison and Katie Clark

The British Racing School building season has started! The major project is a new 
American Barn which will provide stabling for 20 horses. Other parts will be a horse 
walker, additional storage for hay/straw, a new muck bunker and an implement shed.
Elsewhere on the site, additional car parking space for a further 70 cars is being created 
as proof of the growing success of our conference and events business.

The work started on 11th February. The car park will be completed by 1st April; the remainder
will be completed by 1st July 2008. Considerable time and trouble has been taken with the
design of the stabling. We have visited other buildings around the country and hopefully 
incorporated the best features of their design. We are therefore confident that we will create 
a very cost effective and well designed building. We are extremely grateful to the EB Moller
Charitable Trust and The Childwick Trust for their magnificent support for this project. 
To remind all those who use the American Barn, it is intended to name each of the boxes 
after the best Joel and Moller horses.

The barn will provide us with a total of 72 boxes. This will allow us to meet more effectively 
the needs of the courses that we run on behalf of the industry. It will also allow us to facilitate
training for individuals to bring their own horses so that we can train horse and rider together.
As part of this, we will, for the first time this year, run a residential one week course for Pony
Racing which continues to grow in popularity.

The new facilities are due to be opened on 3rd October by Paul Roy, Chairman of The British
Racing Authority. It is a very exciting development which will continue to improve the service
that we provide to the racing industry.

New stabling and
other developmentsWe were delighted

to welcome the
Blue Peter cameras
here as we took
the challenge to
train presenter
Gethin Jones up
from a complete
equine novice to
riding our straight
7f gallop.

Fans of Strictly
Come Dancing will
know that Gethin is
a quick learner and
under the expert

tutelage of BRS Instructor Glen Sparkes he
surpassed all our expectations. A horse called
Blue Peter won the Derby in 1939 and though
Gethin is not quite ready for that level of
competition it was a fantastic achievement.

Gethin was a great hit with the staff and
pupils over the eight days that he attended
the School. The footage was shown in four
slots over two episodes on 19th and 
26th March and should prove a great 
advert for the School and industry.

Nathan Alison – Arnhel de Serra

Katie Clark – Arnhel de Serra




